POMPADOUR ACTS IN 'TARTUFE'
Pompadour, in the part of Dorine, refused the handkerchief
offered by the religious hypocrite to hide her dazzling bosom:
thus she sought to enfeeble by ridicule the religious scruples
haunting the King's mind, those tiresome scruples which once
had caused the downfall of the duchesse de Chateauroux.
After secret rehearsals at Choisy, Tartufe was first acted on
January i6th, 1747, in Mignard's petite galerie des Cabinets.
It caused very little expense, as the play spoke to the intelli-
gence rather than to the eyes. In this intimate small theatre
there was no stifling etiquette; Louis was seated in a simple
armchair, and, for the first time in French history, the select
little audience of fourteen people was allowed to clap in the
presence of the King. After the performance, as everybody
was going out, the King was heard to say to Pompadour:
'You are the most charming woman in the whole of France/
After the play there followed a few quadrilles. From that, it
was but a step to little one-act operas with ballets at the end,
for Pompadour, with all the advantages of her early training,
was as exquisite in her dancing as in her acting. The numbers
of the audience increased imperceptibly, everyone began to
talk of it, and soon the Monday performances became just as
much a part of the routine life of Versailles as the weekly
Court operas or plays of the Comedie Italienne. The company
became more organized: the due de La Valliere was made
stage manager, Moncrif (the Queen's friend) assistant stage
manager and copyist of music, Pompadour's librarian, the
abbe de la Garde, secretary and prompter; two professional
actresses from the Comedie Franfaise were hired to give experi-
enced advice and to superintend rehearsals, though not of
course to act, for actresses were socially ostracized in the
eighteenth century, and the company was very exclusive. The
wig-maker was the famous Notrelle. He put in the almanack
the following advertisement: 'Le sieur Notrelle, wig-maker to
the Menus Plaisirs of the King and to all the theatres, place

[175]